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“Art on animals skin is why I use the grid design in my
paintings and I cling so strongly to it. For me this is
an important part of my traditional art and therefore

I consider it is an important part of me. This art
style, along with the local style of ground painting
incorporating the stone arrangements, tree cravings,
rock painting, body painting and artefacts gives me
the basis to my art. I draw on on all these art styles
to create my artworks. I draw on all these styles for
they were common to my ancestors lands. I use this as
the basis for a licence to create my art. Whilst many
may think they can see non-Indigenous influences I do
say very clearly these perceived influences are totally

Aboriginal. They are not to do cultural reproduction of
someone else’s style or story, but as cultural creativity.

I use these styles in a conceptual way as representation

of my ancestors art styles.”

~ Marshall Bell
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