RADICLE CUTS
Mitch Donaldson



The radicle is the embryonic root that first emerges from a seed
during germination. My works begin with a seed in the form of a
sheet of plywood, a meandering line cut with a scroll saw is its
radicle. The resulting plywood forms undergo an open-ended
process of re-painting and rearranging that drives the growth and
evolution of the composition.

The mutability of this collage-based approach to painting
expresses the biological processes and evolutionary forces that
shape living things. Embracing chance and irresolution, these
works occupy an ambiguous space between the natural and
artificial and the animate and inanimate. Here materials are not
merely passive objects but active agents in the evolution of the
picture, generating meaning independent of my intentions and
expressing an interconnection between the human and non-human.
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Seed 12020 Seed 52020
Synthetic polymer on plywood, 46 x 30 cm Synthetic polymer on plywood, 46 x 30 cm



Radicle Cut 52020 . ~ Radicle Cut 72020
Synthetic polymer on plywood, 61 x 41 cm Synthetic polymer on plywood, 61 x 41 cm

Environment 3 2020 Radicle Cut 2 2020
Synthetic polymer on plywood, 80 x 53 cm Synthetic polymer on plywood, 61 x 41 cm



Front (detail): Radicle Cut 4 2020, Synthetic polymer on plywood, 61 x 41 cm
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