GhostNet

AustraliQ=

sAltpAatey pe,ople, movkm@ ’cogetl/ke,v

Ghost nets are fishing nets that are lost or abandoned at sea. They represent a major
threat for marine fauna and an ongoing problem for indigenous saltwater
communities across the top end of Australia. GhostNets Australia (GNA) works with
indigenous ranger groups to retrieve the nets and to collect data on their type and
location. The Ghost Net Art Project arose from the conundrum of what to do with the
mountains of ghost net and other marine debris that indigenous rangers were
retrieving from beaches along Australia’s remote northern coastline. Commonly
employed but not entirely satisfactory solutions were either to burn it or to bury it in
landfill. Given the distances and remoteness involved economically viable recycling is
seemingly not possible.

GNA's Ghost Net Art Project focuses on those communities that have been identified
as ‘ghost net hotspots’, sponsoring workshops facilitated by contemporary fibre and
environmental artists with a view to engaging community members to create art, craft
and functional pieces made from ghost nets. The facilitators work with artists and
weavers in the indigenous communities to develop new skills while encouraging the
use of traditional techniques and themes using ghost net as an art material.

Indigenous artists who are involved in the program have been paid to participate in
public workshops at exhibitions and festivals and opportunities for cultural exchange
have also arisen, with artists from different communities attending workshops
together.
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